A STORY OF THE
RAILROAD AND
A BICYCLE

WHEN "A MILE A MINUTE" WAS BORN

CHARLES (MILE-A-MINUTE) MURPHY, PACED BY A LONG
ISLAND TRAIN JUNE 30, 1899, ON HEMPSTEAD PLAINS




A MILE-A-MINUTE
CAREER

The Thrilling Story of Mile-a-Minute Murphy's Death Defying Ride
Behind the Fastest Engine on the Long Island Railroad
and a Resume of the High Lights in His
Colorful Spectacular Career.

DETERMINED TO ACCOMPLISH FEAT;
EXPERIMENTS WITH HOME TRAINER

Charles M. “Mile-a-Minute” Murphy Who Won That Title in 1899
Rode a Mile in 57 4/5 Seconds on Bicycle Behind a Long
Island Railroad Train Is Keenly Interested
In All Progressive Movements

FIRST PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION OF STREAMLINE

By CHARLES M. MURPHY



By CHARLES M. MUREHY
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First Policeman to Fly Aeroplane

I was the first policeman in the world to fly an aeroplane, and also the
first policeman to use a motorcycle, in uniform, in the New York City Police
Department. The last accident I sustained in the performance of my duty,
resulted in a fracture of my left knee-cap and caused me to retire from
the force.

Anticipates Boy Scout Organization

After my experience with crime and criminals, I saw the need of charac-
ter building and sound physical training in the youth of cur land. I endeav-
ored many times, without avail, to have the Board of Education permit me
to start military training in the public schools, My program was very much
similar to that which Sir Baden Powell incorporated in the Boy Scouts six
years later.

Aviation Enthusiast

The year 1901 found me keenly interested in aviation. I already saw the
advantages of a practical gyroplane over the ordinary aeroplane. I made
many attempts to build one and on February 9, 1901, the New York World
published a sketch of a gyroplane which I had designed.

In 1915, I had succeeded in making preliminary arrangements for the
establishing of airports every fifty miles along our coast lines.

Interested in Public Works

I am always interested in anything constructive and I firmly believe in
preparedness for any future emergency that may arise. In view of this fact,
with the help of Congressman Hon, William F. Brunner, I was able to intro-
duce a bill in the House of Representatives, calling for the construction of a
Federal Highway, connecting Fort Tilden, N. Y., with Whitestone and points
in Connecticut. This would not only provide good road facilities for easy
motor access between the New England States and New York City, but, in
the event of a war, it would expedite the transportation of war materials and
serve as a connecting link between the airports on the South side and the
North side of Long Island.

To close this article, I would like to state that I am still highly interested
in anything that will benefit mankind and all ideas that will result in the
preservation of the high standard of American living and that my every
effort is applied with this in mind.
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